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FIRST LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR’S “FAITH IN ACTION AWARD” WINNER ANNOUNCED

Timothy Crooks, Executive Director of Phoenix Youth Programs, first recipient

(Halifax) – The Atlantic School of Theology (AST) in Halifax is pleased to announce that the first recipient of the Lieutenant Governor’s Faith in Action Award will be Timothy Crooks, Executive Director of Phoenix Youth Programs. He will receive the award from Her Honour, Lieutenant Governor Mayann E. Francis, at AST’s Convocation on May 3, 2008, at St. Agnes Parish Church in Halifax.
The award is accompanied by a cash prize of $500 presented by the Board of Governors of AST in honour of the work and ministry of Archbishop Fred Hiltz. Hiltz is an AST graduate deeply committed to the wellbeing of communities in Nova Scotia and beyond, who was personally involved in the development of the Faith in Action Award.

Timothy Crooks has been working with Phoenix Youth Programs since 1988, progressing from front line program delivery to become the Executive Director in 1998. During his tenure in this position, Phoenix has expanded its service offerings to a full continuum of care that is unique in Canada. 
“The positive effects of this program are…reflected in the outcomes for the many young people who join the program, stick with it, and … turn their lives around,” notes Donald Hill in his nomination letter. 
Donald and his wife Vivian nominated Timothy after getting to know him through their mutual summer attendance at the Berwick United Church Camp, where they had the opportunity to witness his passion for working with youth. The Hills are retired teachers, active in many roles in the United Church of Canada, at the local, Presbytery and Maritime Conference levels. 
“I see in Tim Crooks a man who cares so deeply about young people, particularly the disadvantaged and marginalized, that he has chosen to make this his life’s work,” Donald Hill adds.
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Reverend Russell Daye of St. Andrew’s United Church in Halifax says Crooks is, “a person with deep empathy for others and a fierce attachment to the truth and the just. Watching Tim at work, I recognize that hard-to-define Spirit that shapes the Christian Gospel and seems to dwell near the centre of all great faiths.”
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR’S FAITH IN ACTION AWARD

The Lieutenant Governor’s Faith in Action Award is a new award housed at Atlantic School of Theology, which will be presented annually to a Nova Scotian whose faith has inspired significant public service. Sometimes this service is highly visible, sometimes it is known only to a few, but the benefits of this service go beyond the recipient’s immediate faith community to the public at large.
Lieutenant Governor Mayann E. Francis has, among her many educational accomplishments, a certificate in theological studies from AST. From her installation in September 2006, Her Honour has brought a unique and wide-ranging perspective to her role as the Queen's representative in Nova Scotia, and is focusing on youth, education, seniors and community with the goal of increasing equity and inclusion.     
ATLANTIC SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY
Atlantic School of Theology is a leader in ecumenical theological education. The university was formed in 1971 from an amalgamation of three local seminaries; Holy Heart Theological Seminary (Roman Catholic), King’s College Divinity Faculty (Anglican Church) and Pine Hill Divinity Hall (United Church of Canada). Since its formation, AST has conferred over 850 graduate degrees along with over 400 graduate and adult education certificates and 32 honourary Doctor of Divinity degrees.
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