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Introduction
Christianity has a great variety of confessions, churches, denominations –
whichever one chooses to call them – and beautiful theological minds from all
of them. This display of twelve items highlights some of these diverse
theologians whose works have found their way across the pond, the border,
or from our own country and province into the AST library’s collection.
Paired with the fact that the display features works beginning with the early
days of the printed book in the fifteenth century until the twentieth, it is
powerful to think about their constancy and all the people who produced,
owned, sold, found, and read each one. From pencilled math notes to library
stamps and loose papers stuck in pages, the truth of the books’ wide
timeframe and rich individual stories is clear.

Summa Theologiae, Pars Tertia [Sum of all
Theology, Part Three]. Thomas Aquinas (d.
1274). Bernardinus Stagninus: Venice, 1486.
The oldest book in the collection, an
“incunabulum,” meaning it was printed before
1501. Originally bound in vellum, of which only
the back leaf remains. It was bought in Europe
and presented to the library by Dr. Falconer,
Professor of New Testament Greek at Pine Hill
College, 1892-1907.

Summa Theologiae continued
The Summa was intended as an instructional
guide for theology students. In 3,125 articles,
Thomas explains and defends Catholic teaching
against propositions and arguments addressing
a vast number of theological topics. For example,
in this third part which focuses on Christ, to the
question, “Whether there was any other possible
way of human deliverance besides the Passion of
Christ?” Thomas responds: “Therefore, speaking
simply and absolutely, it was possible for God to
deliver mankind otherwise than by the Passion of
Christ” (Summa Theologiae III, q. 46, a. 2).

Liber Divinae Doctrinae [Book of Divine Teachings].
Catherine of Siena (d. 1380). Trans. from Italian to
Latin by Raimundus de Vineis. Ed. Marcus Civilis
Brixianus. Bernardis de Misintis, Brescia: 1496.
The title page is missing, but according to the British
Library, the title is Liber Divinae Doctrinae. Catherine’s
famous work is the Dialogue of Divine Providence. It
appears this is indeed that work; it is simply another
name for it. Catherine was canonized as a Catholic
saint in 1461 so it makes sense her works were printed
due to the interest in reading works of the saints.
Even though her society was patriarchal, she had an
enormous influence in the Church and society during
her life; she may have been a pivotal player in
convincing the Papacy to return to Rome from Avignon.

Liber Divinae Doctrinae continued
“The more the soul tries to loosen her
affection from herself, and fasten it in Me
with the light of the intellect, the more she
knows; and the more she knows, the more
she loves, and loving much, she tastes much”
(Dialogues, third colloquy). “The soul is in
God, and God in the soul, as the fish is in the
sea, and the sea in the fish” (Dialogues, first
colloquy).

Wie das Gesetze und Evangelion recht
gründlich zvungerscheiden sind [How law
and gospel are to be fundamentally
distinguished]. Martin Luther (d. 1546).
Hans Weis, Wittenberg: 1532.
Martin Luther preached this sermon on
Galatians 3 at the university in Wittenberg in
1532. It was recorded by an amanuensis (a
scribe) and edited for publication by Luther’s
students, who at that same time were studying
the Epistle to the Galatians with Luther. The
sermon was published by Hans Weis, from the
Wittenberg press. Another edition of this
sermon was published in Nuremberg in the
same year.

Wie das Gesetze continued
Luther’s thought and actions launched the
Protestant Reformation, a movement with many
different denominations that sees the Bible as
the only final authority for faith and morals, a
belief known as Sola Scriptura.

Institution de la Religion Chrestienne [Institutes of
the Christian Religion]. Jean Calvin (d. 1564). Iehan
Girard, Geneva: 1545.
This is the second French edition Calvin produced, and it
is a translation of the 1543 (the third) Latin edition.
Although Calvin spent many of his years in Switzerland
and Germany, he continued to be concerned for the
people of France, his native country. The publication of a
major theological work in French was an important
event in the establishment of French as a national
language. Official and scholarly writings were typically
confined to Latin; French was considered a language
only for common use.

Institution de la Religion Chrestienne
continued
By publishing his work in the vulgar language,
Calvin bridged the linguistic division and
challenged the ideas about whom theology was
for. His theology which focused on God’s
sovereignty and man’s depravity was enormously
influential in the Protestant world, and remains
so to this day.

De Trinitate, vna cum reliquis illius libris, quibus . . .
hoc est, quae proprie ad docendum pertinent . . .
Tomus Tertius [On the Trinity, along with the rest of
the books that are proper for teaching . . . Volume
Three]. Augustine of Hippo (d. 430 AD).
Sebastianum Honoratum, Lyon: 1562.

This book contains On the Trinity, with a selection
of other works to complement it. The printer is
“The Honoured Sebastian”. Renaissance
humanism, which focused on a return to original
biblical languages and complete works of the
Church Fathers was well entrenched in Europe at
this time, so this multi-volume publication of
Augustine’s works is appropriate.

De Trinitate continued
On the Trinity was probably finished in 417 AD, after
about 17 years of work. Edmund Hill thinks it is
Augustine's masterpiece, “and of more doctrinal
importance than Confessions or City of God.”*
“Further, in that Highest Trinity which is God, there
are no intervals of time, by which it could be shown,
or at least inquired, whether the Son was born of
the Father first and then afterwards the Holy Spirit
proceeded from both; since Holy Scripture calls Him
the Spirit of both” (On the Trinity, B. 15, Ch. 26).
____________________
*Edmund Hill, "Augustine on the Trinity," Life of the Spirit 15 (June
1961): 540.

Writings of the Reverend and Learned John
Wickliff, D. D. John Wycliffe (d. 1384). The
Religious Tract Society, London: 1830.

John Wycliffe was a “proto-Protestant” of
fourteenth century England, putting forth many
ideas that would be embraced by later
Reformers like Luther and Calvin. For example,
regarding the Eucharist, he rejected the Catholic
dogma of transubstantiation.
Probably with the help of others, he translated
the Vulgate, the Latin Bible translated by
Jerome, into English.

John Wickliff continued
The Religious Tract Society was
founded by a group of Protestant
Evangelicals in 1799. This book
includes excerpts of Wycliffe’s works,
but also extensive commentary often
polemical to Catholicism.

Πνευματολογια, or, A Discourse concerning the
Holy Spirit. John Owen (d. 1683). Nathaniel
Ponder, London: 1676.
John Owens was a prominent Nonconformist church
leader, theologian, and academic administrator of
the University of Oxford. Nonconformists were
Puritans who felt that the Church of England did not
reform its beliefs and practices as much as it should
have. Timothy Larsen thinks Owens was “one of the
greatest European Reformed theologians of his day,
and possibly the finest theologian that England ever
produced.”*
__________________________
* Timothy Larsen, David Bebbington, and Mark A. Noll, Biographical
Dictionary of Evangelicals (Leicester, England: InterVarsity Press, 2003),
494.

Discourse concerning the Holy Spirit continued
In this work, Owens analyzes the Holy Spirit’s
activity throughout the Bible. He then discusses
how the Holy Spirit works in the lives of believers,
emphasizing many distinctive Puritan Reformed
ideas, including total depravity, regeneration, and
“Gospel Holiness”.
The publisher, Nathaniel Ponder, printed many
Nonconformist works. His address is written on the
title page: “At the Sign of the Peacock in the Poultry
near Corn-Hill”. It was published in a turbulent time
where freedom of religion was rejected by the
English parliament, so Puritans faced
discrimination.

The Intercourses of Divine Love Betwixt Christ and
His Church, or The Particular Believing Soul. John
Collinges (d. 1690). Edward Giles, London: 1683.
John Collinges, an English Presbyterian (part of the
Reformed tradition), was a theologian and
preacher who was also the Library Keeper of the
City of Norwich, 1656-57. He was a prolific
preacher who engaged in many polemical
theological disputes. He argued that laypeople
should have warrant for public preaching even if
not ordained.
This book is an exposition of Song of Songs
chapter I and II, with a metrical paraphrase.

The Intercourses of Divine Love continued
Song of Songs 1.2: “Let him kiss me with the
kisses of his mouth, for your love is better
than wine!”
Collinges’ paraphrase: “The kiss of thy mouth
(Dear Lord), / Let my Soul only have / No
earthly thing do I desire / No worlds fine
things I crave / Let me thy Gospel doctrines
have, / By them o speak to me / So by thy
grace, that I in them / Thy special love may
see”.

The Intercourses of Divine Love continued
Inside front cover of The Intercourses of
Divine Love Betwixt Christ and his Church. An
Itinerating library was an early form of a
traveling library.

S. Ephraim Syrus, Graece [The Works of Ephraim
the Syrian in Greek]. Ephraim the Syrian (d. 373
AD). Guilarmo Lancaster, Oxford: 1709.
An unusually fine copy of the much esteemed
Greek translation of the works of Ephraim the
Syrian, who wrote exclusively in Aramaic. This is
a printed version, based on manuscripts from
the Bodleian Library. The project was overseen
by Edward Thwaites, who David Douglas
considers to be “one of the most inspiring
teachers which Oxford has ever produced.”*
_________________________
* David Charles Douglas, English Scholars, 1660-1730, 2nd ed.
(London: Eyre & Spottiswoode, 1951), 79.

S. Ephraim Syrus continued
Like many Eastern theologians,
Ephraim focuses on the utter
transcendence of God and his
mystery: “You are too utterly a
Wonder, on every side, for us
ever to probe into you. . . . It is
impossible for an investigation’s
reach to come as far as You.
When it reaches out to arrive, it
is cut off and falls back; it is too
short for your distance” (Hymn
on the Faith, No. 4).

Theology Explained and Defended in a Series
of Sermons in Six Volumes. Vol. III. Timothy
Dwight (d. 1817). T. Allman, London: 1837.
Timothy Dwight, grandson of Jonathan Edwards,
was an American Congregationalist minister,
theologian, and president of Yale College.
Congregationalism is a body of Reformed
churches formed in the United States with a
polity wherein each local church is autonomous
and ecclesiastically sovereign.

Theology Explained continued
Dwight was an important figure in the development
of a nineteenth-century evangelical consensus. He
devised a practical theology with the purpose of
countering American’s late-eighteenth century slide
into secularism. Dwight’s work was influential in
bringing about the Second Great Awakening, a
period of Protestant religious revival in the United
States.

The Origin of the World, According to
Revelation and Science. John William Dawson
(d. 1899). Dawson Brothers, Montreal:
1877.
John William Dawson was a devout Protestant, a
famous geologist of his day, and the president of
McGill University, originally from Pictou, Nova
Scotia. While not a theologian per se, he was a
public figure who focused on the interplay
between science and religion.

The Origin of the World continued
“The intention of this new publication is to throw
as much light as possible on the present
condition of the much-agitated questions
respecting the origin of the world and its
inhabitants” (p. 1).
He argues that revealed religion and modern
scientific findings can be harmonized; for
example, he discusses how he believes Genesis
1:1 to teach creation ex nihilo (from nothing) and
how this aligns with modern science and
philosophy.

The Gospel and the Modern Man. Shailer Mathews
(d. 1941). Norwood Press, Norwood Mass.: 1910.
Shailer Mathews was a “liberal” Baptist theologian,
part of the social gospel movement, which
focused on social justice. Rejecting Biblical
inerrancy, Mathews promoted higher criticism as
the means to distinguish the spiritual truths of the
scriptures from the historically conditioned
thoughts of the Biblical authors. The social gospel
movement was premillennialist, a system which
taught that Jesus would not bring about the end
of the world until society was formed by the
gospel in a widespread way.

The Gospel and the Modern Man continued
“Brotherhood will expand increasingly until the
Great Day when Jesus shall be supreme and the
successive approaches of the spiritual life
towards him as its Type and Savior shall have
culminated in a social order in which sin shall be
crushed, Christlike souls shall constitute the
Democracy of the Spirit, and God shall be all in
all” (p. 327).

The Gospel and the Modern Man continued
This sheet was stuck in The Gospel and the Modern
Man. The date of the pamphlet is Sunday, April 2,
1922.
The banner on the left reads: "Whosoever thou
art that enterest this church leave it not without a
prayer to God for thyself and those who minister
and those who worship here".

